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THE. OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 45TH INFANIRY (PS)
(PEILIPFINE DIVISIOR) IN THE BATTLE OF THE TUOL POCKET, BATAAN,
29 JANUARY ~ 19 FEBRUARY 1942 (PEILIPPINE ISLAND CAMPAIGN)
(Perscnal experience of a RBattalion Executive Officer)

This monograph covers the cperations of the lst Battalion, 45th In-
fantry (FS), Philippine Division, in the Battle of the Tuol Pocket, Batasn,
Philippines, 29 Jeruary - 19 February 1942, during the defense of the
Philippines, (1) |

The lst Bettelion, 45th Infantry (PS), hed been stationed in Bataen ..
15 sugust 1941.  (2)

| Thii:fb;ttle followed s series of rapld Jepanese moves, since their
landings in force at Lingeyen and Southern Luzon. (3)

Altbhough the defenders' Northern Luson Force had not retreated to
Bataan until the Southern Iuson Force had negotisted the turn of Menila Bay
{4), an estimeted half of the unirained and ill-equipped Filipino trainees
inducted iﬁto the United States Armed Forces of the Far East hed become

logt to us.  (5) o Lot

Strong attacks at Balanga forced MecArthur's Army to the Abucay Line,

'} f]fnk attack‘ from the west csuted snother withdrewal on 25 Jamary 1942."(2) |
o '.["l:e an:aﬂ pa::itted | #ome three :ia/ys ,surceue for the defenders who were s
8till busily engaged in occupying t.ho new Orion Line. (7) (See Map A)"J"rﬁ:"'f;::v |
Some preliminary work of prepering fields of fire haed been previously
accomplished and wire installed: in accordance with War Plan Orange 3, by
sy the 45th Infantry (PS). (8') A few trails had been widened by hand laborjc s- -
16+, the universel tool and wespon of the Filipimo - the bolo, - -hed-been

emplayed. (9)

(1,2) Personal knowledge; (3) 4-35, p. 9, 10; (4) A=3, p. 99; 4-30; (5) a-1,
p. 100, 101; (6) A=4, p. 795 (7) A-32 25 Jan; (8) A-41, p. 1; (9) Personal
knowledge.



THE, S TON

Upon arriving behind the new line, the lst Battelion, 45th Infantry
(PS), was relieved from iis rear guard duties and placed in I Corpa reserve.
(10) I Corps wes the redesignated Korthern luzon Force and was glven the
mission of defending the weat half of Batasn.

The bettalien was bivouacked on Trail 9, only & mile from one of its
peacetime observation posts on the China Sea Shore at Bagaec Point. (11)

Then-#¢ ;ﬁdday on 29 Jamuary 1942, while officers and men were bathing,
cleaning equipment and clothing, and supervising installation of barbed
wire on the MLR, a meassenger srrived from Corps Headquarters.

He handed Lieutensnt Colonel lLeslie T. Lathrop, the Battalion Commander,
a sheet of yellow ruled teblet paper with s pencilled mission, "Send a pla-
toon immediately to CF, 11th Infantry, at Trails 5 and 7 to clean out seven-
teen snipers there. J. M. Weinwright.* (12) GColonel Lathrop messaged
back he would have troops on the Way in half en hour, and, getting authority
by telephone, alerted the entire battslion, less kitchens and supply, for
immediste departure. (See Map B) (13)

First Licutenant Rebert K. Roberts was directed to entruck his Company
B and proceed with the Battalion Btaff (less Supply, 5-4) to the point of
disturbance. |

The steff consisted of Executive and Commmunications Offilcer, Chaplain,
.and two medicsal officers. The Supply Officer and Ammunition Officer were
left behind to shuttle the balance of the combat and command units with
avglleble transportation; eaé they, in turn, would move supply and kitchen
areas to regimental control near Trails 7 end 9, some ten miles closer to
the battalion.

C and D Companies each had two officers; the others but one officer.
Twe officers anﬂ approximately 30 men were in the hospital; one officer and
five men were missing in action.

(10) a4, p. 80; (11) &«4l, p. 1; (12) A-3, p. 104; Personel knowledge;
(13) 3-4-1, Pe 1’ 2; A"?, Pe %00
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Tables of Organization listed 6 officers and 135 men per Rifle Company
and 6 officers and 151 wen for the Weapons Company., Attached cmﬁunications,
supply, and medical personnel totsled sbout 29.

Troops were armed with M1l rifles; however, mogt of the ammunition had
to be relcaded from the clips of five in which packed. Uniform wes khaki
trousers with leggings; weool shirts for enlisted men, cotton shirts for
officers; and M17 helmets. Organization was in squeds of eight, three
squads to the platoon; a Weapons Pletoon with a light machine gun and two
heavy machine guns; one ld-ton 4x4 truck per company, for all purposes.
Sixty millimeter mortars had been left behind &8 no smmunition was available.
The Weapona Company hed three heavy machine-gun platoons of two sections
(18 men each) and a mortar section of two 8lmm mortars. Ammnition, however,
was made for the three-inch "Stokes" mortar but could be fired with its
shotgun propellent sugmented by powder rings. The Weapons Company had a
half-ton truck per platoon, Communications consisted of EESB and EE2 tele-
phones, five of the nline acquired during the counterattacks of the Philippine
Division unita which had successfully restored the Abucsy Line a week before
nesr its center in the vicinity of the Abucey Hacienda. (14)

Troops had been on half rations gince 5 January 1942 - half the Scout

retions, not American. The issues aversged at this time, per man per day:
5 ounces of rice, 2 cunces of flour, 1/12 can of evaporated milk, 1/14 can
of salmon, 1 ounce of dried frult, 1 ounce of sugar, and some coffee. Oc-
casionally some jam sppeared and once a week four ounces of carrabac would
replace the salmon component. (15)

The few days of fighting and the arduous marches; hand-carrying equip-
went for an almost contimuous 36 hours into the Hacienda fight and the 18-
hour withdrawal march had sapped strength.

(14) 4-1, p. 101, &-9, p. 11; (15) A-17, p. 50; A-1, p. 109; &-2, p. 119;
A-4, p. 78; A-34, par 1l4.



Haiaria prophylexis of 10 grains of quinine daily was atill possible
for another month. (16)‘ Bad water and the flies of the stinking battle-
f1eld had brought a few cases of dyaentery. (17)

Morale was high, Bvery Scout in the battalion was qualified with his
wespon; one-third were old soldiers with from 8 to 30 years of service; and
the newsst recruit had nine months service. They had been paid through
December, whereas no other troops had been paid on Bataan.

Every old soldier was en expert markeman - and they wanted to revenge
their families' sufferings. (There hid besn Sergeant Reyes, Company D,
who had begged to be issued an M1 rifle and be permitted to go to the front
line to avenge his famlly. (18) His two beby dsughters were killed and
his wife's hand blown off by a bomb in her quarters at his permanent station,
Cemp Limsy, Batasn, which had been converted intc a hospital.)

When the orders came on 29 Jamuary 1942, therefore, the Scouts of the
1st Battalion rolled their packs while yelling their battle cry, "Petay si
la" (They shall die)!

Colonel Lathrop and leading elements arrived at“Trails 5 and 7 at
2000 hours 29 January 1942. The following information was received from
Colonel Glen R, Tmm, commanding the 1lth Infantry (Pa)s

"About 0800 this morning & Filipino medicel officer from ﬁii 24 Bat-
talion on his right flank telephoned he was about to drive his civilian
sedan to the Regimentsl CP via Trail 7. A burst of rifle end mechine rifle
fire was heard very close to headquarters a helf~hour later. The doctor
failed to arrive. (See Msp C)

"I sent a couple of men up the trail to find out what the firing was,
and thers, only 200 yards from the treil junctiorn, stood the doctor's car,
two occcupants dead. This patrol was fired on and the leader killed. (19)

(16) Personal knowledge; (17) 4-2, p. 119; (18) Personal knowledge; (19)
A=37, p. 25 &=35, p. 9.
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"I then sent .all available persomnel from CP and rear area to the scene
of the car. They were fired wpom by snipers, perhaps seven, including suto-
matic fire, (20}

“GVCompany attacked from the north and C Company attacked from the north-
east - no progress, so I had them dig in. (21)

"] reported the facts by telephone to Brigadler Genersl Williasm E.
Brougher, the 1lth Division (PA) Commander, and heard mechanical sounds while
speaking.

"Later cells during the day indicated interference with the line, which
I believe to be tapped by thease enenmy.

"I have rerouted my supply and communications, _

"I have alerted my Regimental Reserve Line to guard the trails and have
contact on that line with elements of the 1st Regular Division (PA).

"The ememy has launched speveral strong sttacks against the fronts of
both divisions for two days and I believe has penetrated the front somewhere.
(S8ee Map D} My battelion commanders have reported our front is solid and
unbroken., I have a steff officer personally checking on this for me.

*ibout 50 men of the 5lst Division are holding Trail 5. (23)

/,/'Battalion Staff, B Company, end 1lst Platoon, D Company, were present.
Reports had come that the balance of the battalion would arrive by 2200,

A hasty reconneissance by the officers present found rolling ground
on both sides of Trall 7, thick jungle of bamboo clumps, vines, and several
large Banyan trees.

Attempts to get to the trail junction were met by burats of enemy fire
from the north on Trail 7. Lieutenant Roberts was ordered to contact the
enemy immedistely. He put one pletoon astride the trail end ome platoon to

(20) a-34, p. 23 (21) A4-37, p. 2; (22) A-14, p. 61; Annex B; &-35, p. 11;
3-28, pu 58.



| provide sniper protactibn. Sergeant Fernandez, an Olywpic athlete of 26
years service, led the first plstoon. (See Map D)

Roberts extended hie line to the right. The Colonel ordered a section
of machine guns from the Weapons Company, under Sergeant Reyes, to the
junetion,

Aa soon as the balance of the battalion detrucked, the company com-
mandera were oriented, sent on hasty reconnaissance, snd upon return, were

told the Battallon Flan.

The 1st Battelion's plan of attack through B Company was to drive the
ensmy west of Trail 7 to the right of the treil junctlon, with C Company on
the right and A Company on the left, Boundary between cmpanies; Trail 5.
Direction of attackj West. (G Company was quickly pinned to the ground b pian fres
heavy enemy smsll arms fire. 4 Company advanced its left flenk to clear ?:-as:" #
Trail 5, but was unable to move forward on the right, ) (See Map E) (23)

SCR 195 radios (Walky-talkies) would be used for commniestion with
battelion‘, SCR 131 with higher headqusrters.

Amminition would be distributed from vieinity of CP later.

A1} men had two units of fire, or 160 rounds of Ml emmunition. Machine
guns each had & thousand rounds. (24)

A machire-gun platoon from Company D was te fire overhead into the
jungle, sweeping the trees over the trail junction and slong Trail 7.

Battalion CP and gid station on Treil 7, 15 yards and 50 ysrds, respec-
tively, south of trail junction. Two companies of the 1lth Infaniry would
be on the right. 7

Artillery was not yet aveilable, but & 37mm antitank gun would support. (25)

The mortar would be set up th trail junction as ascon as that srea was

free of snipers.
(23) A=41, p. 2; (24) Personal knowledge; (25) 4-37, p. 3.
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_l IHE BATTALIO CK - LOWER KE

The 1lst Battelion, 45th Infantry (PS),‘: ibcated in march order on
Trail 7 about 200 yards south of the junction with Trail 5. (26)

Cowpany B advanced at dusk 29 Jamsry to meke contect. The Point was
stopped by heavy enemy machine gun end smell arme fire at the treil junction.
(27)

The remmsnts of the 5lst _Division (PA), meinly from the 524 Infantry
(1"A) under Ceptain Gordon Myers, were in foxholes along Trail 5 to the weat
on the left of lst Battelion, 45th Infantry (PS). During the night of 29.30
January 1942, the Jepenese attempted a bayonet attack cm their position.
Myers reported considerable casuslties among his 70-odd men, but nevertheless
thet the attack wes frustreted and his lime held. (28)

The battalion attack jumped off the next morning at 0800 with C Compeny
(see Map lf‘) on the right. Captain Archie L. McMasters, commanding this out-
fit, had just returned from three days of isolation behind enemy lines with
& aquad of his rear guerd troops. During that time he developed a mervous
attention to enemy activities}, ard this ewareness ssved his leading platoon
from embush on Trail 7,‘He dIiscoverad seversl snipers in the trees overhead,
and slso noticed an enemy machine-gun wil dug-in behind a log for enfilade
fire on the near side of Trail 7. (29)

The 1lst Platoon of ¢ Company hed moved ahead with 24 wen. They advanced
to a lire parallelPtfhe trail and sbout 10 yerds from it when they came to the
final protective line of the Japanese machine-gun. This ome platoon lost 4
xilled in scticn and 6 wounded. éﬁrporizi ‘ﬁorandorte of the left aquad was
killed by sniper fire only a couple of yards past the treil jumction. (30)

A Company attacked west across Trail 7 and elong Trail 5. It advanced
about a hundred yards with some casualties, bul had to withdraw its right

(26) 4=34, par 1; A-28; &«59; (27) A-39, per 2; A=25; (28) A-34, par 1;
A-39, par 2; (29) A-34, per 2; 4-38, par 3; (30) 4-41, p. 3.
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flank to keep contact with C Company (31), and was ordered to swing its
attack north along Trail 7. (32)

Many grenedes or smell morter bursts were encountered, causing Colonel
Lathrop to estimate enemy strength at a company from the intensity of its
fire. (33)

The enemy was extremely well dug-in and camoﬁflaged. No sand from his
foxholes wes observed, and he spparently utilize& the fallen trees for his
protection and concealment in their patursel fellen locations. (34}

Four more attacks with fixed beyonets during the day, 30 Jamuary, met
with no success, but 1t revealed the Jap position extended about four hundred
yards north of Trail 5 on Treil 7, the principal supply artery of the 11th
Infantry {(PA), and an indefinite distance west. We had 2 or 3 casualties on
every attack. (35)

Almost every BAR man became a casﬁalty, therefore these were kept back
a little in the attacks. (36) The attack had paased through Roberts'
company, and B Company was now placed in battalion reserve. (See Msp E)

The Corps Commander personally cbserved one of the attacks leter that

day. Lieutenant Colonel Edgar Wright in the General's party had barely

passed the Battalion CP when a sniper's bullet cut his eyebrow. & Scout was

wounded sbout 20 yards in rear of the CP. (37)

A hesty reconnaissance by fire (heavy machine-gun) revealed an enemy
sniper in a tree within 10 yards of the CF. He was clad in s green suit,
rubber-soled shoes, green gloves, green painted face, end a sniper's carbine
with telescope. His body hung in the ropes with which he had tied himself
to a limb. (38)

The Chaplain made attempts to recover Corporal Morandoerte's body, but
was fired upon each time. Finelly he was ordered to desist untll the area
was free of fire. (39)

(31) 4-41, p. 3; (32) A-35, p. 2;5 (33) 4-35, p. 3; (34) A-34, par 25 (35)
A-41, par 3; {36} A-41, p. 5; (37) A-41, p. 3, 4-9, p. 19; (38) A-25, Col
15, p. 3; (39) &<39, per 2.
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On 31 Jamary, four more attacks were Vmade with no gain. The only
wéapons we could use were the rifles, BAR'®s, and machine guna. Our 8lam
morter fired upon the enemy within a few feet of ocur men. We obiained a
British 75mm gun, but eside from the fixed seacoast batteries, there were
only two howitzers in the Philippine Islands. All other artillery was flat
tﬁjactwy and could not be nsed on an indefinit.aly located target in rear
of our own lines. {(40)

1 February -~ Four more futile attacks were mede without advancing e
foot. (41)

C Compeny had aspparently enconntered the enemy strength, Its losses
now amounted to 12 killed snd 20 wounded out of its 120 men entering this
action.

General Walnwright agsain was in the fz:ont lines on the 24 of February,
well in advence of the Battalion GP,dug-‘:l.n 25 yards north of the trail
junction. We had to be in trenches because the enemy rifle fire was cutting
through the bamboo thicket on thé enemy side of the CP all day snd night. (42)

The Genoral was appraised of the difficulties and lack of progreas. He
concurred in the estimated strength and ordered all aveilable troops in his
Corps to wipe out this Pocket. It must be realized that he had to contend
.tith landings of 200-800 Jepanese st Quinawan Foint, Agloloma Point, and
Anyasin Point near Mariveles, sc help seemed obscure indeed. He did make
evailable the two 155 howitzers. (43)

On 2 February, General Wainwright placed Colonel Lathrop in direct chafge
of the operation and ettached the lst Battelion, 45th Infantry (PS), to the
11th Division, Brigadier Gensrsl Williem E. Brougher in command. (44)

This permitted the front line commanders to concentrate on closing and holding
their lines. (45)

About 2200, 2 February, the enemy launched an attack on C Gompany, who

fired its every weapon, including the D Company guna. Colonel I.é.throp insisted

(40) &-35, p. 75 (41) A-34, par 3; (42) b-34, par 43 (43) 4-35, p. 7; A-29,
p. 10; (44) A-39, par 1; (45) 4-38, par 4; A-34, par 4.
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on better fire control; howsver, the attack was stopped. (46) C Company,
11tk Infantry, ran out of machine-gun smmunition on £his attack. (47)

During this action, the 75mm gun wes hauled up to the treil junction
and sited north on Trail 7. Qur mortar was emplaced near trail junetion
and fired with high percentage of duda. - (48) _

On 2 February, one platoon of 4 tanks from B Company, 192d Tank Batta-
lion, arrived to help in the stteck. Thelr commander quickly determined
the dense growth and narrow trail would only permit a platoon action, and
th#t would hsve to be in column, His tenks were the 1941 Model M24l's,
armed only with a 37mm gun and machine guns. (49)

Sergeant Leroy C. énderson, commander of the lead tank, made a recon-
neissance on foot to the trail at several points, 1n;ﬁé;§y'enamy small arms
fire. (50)

A suspected gun emplacement on C Company's left front was pointed out
as was the location of the known gun. 4ll tank commanders were briefed.
They plemned to run the gauntlet of Treil 7 and feel it out - they did at
1500, with one tenk damaged but getting through. (51) Their plan was to
advance with riflemen support from our reserve Company B. Each tank would
be covered by the one in rear, but- each would also fire into the enemy arsa
to the left with a constant stream of machine-gun fire. They attacked next
morning, 3 February 1942. (52)

Lieutenant Roberts voluntarily led his supporting platoor and was ac-
companied by the lleutenant from Company D, Willibald C. Bianchi, who asked
permission to go slong.

lieutenant John Bsker Megrew, the Communications Officer, was wounded
at the left flank of Company C, where he statiomed himself to observe the
sction with & telephone connected with all our elﬂments‘on the 1line., Frag-
ments cut éff a finger amd crippled his hand,

(46) A=41, p. 33 (47) A-41, p. 43 (48) A-34, per 5; &-41, p. 3; (49) 4-34,

par 5; A-38, par 5; A-35, p. 43 (50)4=15, p. 17; (51)4-35; (52) A-34, per 5;

A=19, p. 20; A-32, p. 255; .
14
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Anderson's tank advenced .into hegvy rifle and machine-gun fire until
it reached the suspected emplecement which was at the base of & huge Banyan
tree protected by its large flanged roots. (53)

Bianchi wss behind the temk, firing his rifle until his left hand was
plerced by two eremy bullets. He thereupon used his pistol. He discovered
8 heretofore unsuspected machine-gun on the west side of the iree and put
it out of action with grensdes. By this time the tank was turning into the
now confirmed emplacement trying to depress the 37mm gun encugh to fire into
the hole, with 1little success. It was too close. Bianchi leaped to the top
of the tank, and 1n spite of two wechine-gun bullets through his chest
muscles, fired the antiaircreft machine-gun into the emplacement until knocked
off the tank by an explosion that wounded him severely. (54)

The tank engine stopped and smmunition in the tenk exploded. The crew
got out safely with burning hair, under the protection of the accompanying
riflemen., (55) |

Thﬁ other tenks psssed by firing a8 they went. The 1aading tank of
the ba&aneo was caught on a stump nesr ihe machine—gun on Hcﬂnsters' right.
Tts fire had neutralized this gun long encugh for two of C Company's men to
crawl up with grensdes and destroy it, thereby permitting the tamk crew to
get back sefely. (56)

The sound of srrival of the temks had been concealed by a few mimites
of sustained fire by every rifle and machine-gun on the line, which kept up
until the infantry support of the tanks mesked the fire of individuel
pieces. (57)

liyers reported finding yellow single-strand telephone wire going into
the Pocket in & drew on his left. He cut this wire and brought back several
hundred feet.

Check of the front line revealed a gep in the MLIR of the lst Division -
(PA) still open. Enemy pressure contimmed there, but ome 50-caliber gun
(53) 4-33, p. 258, 259; (54) Personel knowledge; 4-30, p. 113; 4-20, p. 21;
(55) Persopal knowledge; A-29, par 2; (56) 49, p. 11; 4-39, per 2; (57)

Perscnal knowledge.
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kept -firing every night. Sounds during the pest night in this gep were now .
interpreted as enemy supply columms with animela coming in. (58)

The close of day on 3 Februai-y only found a small advance on the right
flenk, but the tank at the left flank of ¢ Company concealedﬁ;ﬁel;i:éturn
to this pogition and our advance was held up there.

On 4 February, the enemy fire inclucied artillery of gbaut TO0wm. Their
strength was then estimated at a reinforced battalion.'hl ’( 59)

Our 2.95 mountain guns of Bettery F, 24th Field artillery, begen firing,
but their forward observer high up in & tree mear our CP was twice wounded
by the ghorts and iree burats. The fire was adjusted all day long by the
simple report of casuslties from shorts on the west side or those from

overs falling on the troops of Headquerters 2d Battalion, 1lth Infantry, 500

" yards to the east of Trail 7. “llajor Winfield N. Robinson, a forester in

clvil life, recomnoitered a 100 yards of enemy line in front of his C Company,
then led an attack, gaining a few yards on 5 February. (60)

The enemy added confusion by firing his artillery at us du:r::_lng this
fire mission.[\r' (61) T

Attempts to leunch attacks again met with no measursble success; but
enother section of tanks agein swept up the trail end rescued the one from
the stump,

On 5 February, Lieutenant Reed of Genersl Brougher's Staff, called omt
to the Japs to surrender. He threw in a note tied to & stone., The answer -
heavy fire. (€2)

On 6 February, Major General 4. M. Jones assumed overall commend of the
operation, including the sectors of the lst anﬁ 11th Divigions. Colonel
Lathrop retained direct control under him, (63)

On the €th, Brigadier General A. M. Jones assumed command of the troops
on the Tucl Pocket. Additional troope srrived - Philippine Army units with

(58) Personsl knowledge; A-41, p. 3; (59) k=34, par é; (60) A<36; (€1) Ae34,
par 65 (62) 4-34, par 16; (€3) A-37, p. 5.
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little or no training, sccompanied by a battalion of reserve Fhilippine Con-
stabulary that bad more esprit de corps. (€4} These were placed on a line
extending through one Philippine division area across the center of the
Focket just north of the Tuol River to make & cowdén continuous from Myers'
dotachment to Robinson's right flark end complete encirclement of the Japa-
nese within. They included the 24 Battalion, 924 Infantry; Company B, lst
Battalion (less A4 and D}, 923 Infantry - &ll at approximstely half strength -
totaling ebout 800 men. (65)

It was planned now to prevent any movement in or out of thé Pocket by
the enemy, to counterattack every effert on his part; and to attack and
cloge in from every side at every opportunity. Niéhtly attacks on the north-
west side of the Pocket had kept a gapiggr the Japs through our untrained
units there.

This day had introduced a new element in this action - air attack.

The enemy dive-~bombed the west side of the Focket; however, the dense growth
permitted little accuracy and every bomb fell in their own area. (66)
Later in the dey, the planes returned with parachute packages on the east
side. C Company, 45th Infantry (PS), captured three; G Company, llth
Infentry (P4), got eight for its pagan Igorote personnel; and the only
remeining one wes hung in a tree ebove the Japanese. (67)

The packages each conteined about a thousand rounds of rifle and
machire-gun ammunition, ten packages of cigarets; and emergency ration
biscuits and sugar cendies. (68)

24 Battsalion, PG, and one compeny, 92d Infantry (PA), reported later
on 7 Februery and were used to extend the line.

Frequent attacks were made from all sides of the Pocket cduring the next
few days. Our lack of success with the 155 howitzers, after two days of
casualties therefrom on friendly troops, did not eliminste the value of
(64) A-35, p. 5; 4=38, par 65 (65) A-34, par 7; A=35, p. 4; (66) 4-3, p. 104;
(67) a-22; (68) A-38, par 8; 4-16, p. 17; 49, p. 15,
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explosives. Our dependence on rifle and machine-gun fire had permitted
little progress. These attacks felt out the Jepanese position, but gained
only 50 yards on the northwest side of the Pocket, closing the gap that had
existed, for the Fil-American Forces, as we were now called by the commen-
tatoras. (69)

On 8-9 February, the Battalion and C Company, 11th Infantry, attacked
again, A Company, 45th Infentry, making the main effort from the scuth.
Company A hed succeeded in advancing, swinging on its right flank about 50
yerds, cespturing a water hole and the south end of Trail 7. ({70) Other
units had moved foﬁard, ope foxhole at a time. {71)

First priority was the machine-gun nest at which our tank was located
nearest the trail junction. The 75mm gun fired at this through the branches
and bejuco vines that psrtly cbseured the target. The first few shells burst
as close as 25 yards from the gun, but they cleered a field of fire with fuse
setting at zero. Soon &n averue was opened as far es the tank 100 yards away,
but the machine-gun at its-base contimued to chatter. Twenty~one rounds of
high explosives were fired at this tank to demy it to the enemy. (72)

This fire threw up a wall of bamboo wesh sbout 9 feet high directly in front
of the C Compeny line. (73)
On & Februery, the Battalion CP was moved back 50 yards to the other

side of Treil 7. (74) gt )
? l_"}l-':' !

H
L

48 derk was falling on 9 February, the target became difficult to see
end had to be illumineted. Lieutenant Edward W. Stewart, now returned from
the hospital with his abdominel wound still unhealed, moved up to a few yards
from the right rear of the tank and prepared to adjust fire, He only asked
thet the bursts be on the left of the taﬁk because it was only ten yards
from his OP, and he was only inches from the gun terget line. (75)

He then helped the gummer identify the target by firing tracers from his
rifle at the rear of the tenk. {76)

(69) a-38, per 9; (70) A-38, par 9; (71) Personal knowledge; Aw34, par 8&;

(72) 4~39, par 2; (73) A-4, p. 3; (74)(75) Personsl knowledge; (76) A-34,
par 17. _
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C Company men occupled that gun emplecement at deybreak, 10 February
1942.

One mortar had been in action, adjusting fire by sound. 4 system of
telephones had been installed around the perimeter of the Pocket. The mor-
tar was fired at maximum elevetion to keep the bursts within the Pocket,
now measuring 500 yards squere. (77)

Bursta too close were reported by the side concerned, and deflections
were effected until the rounds were falling spproximately on enemy machine
guns &s well as the center of the Pocket. Severel enemy were heerd crying,
as rounds burat near the perimeter. (78)

As only one round out of eleven fired burst upon impact, Ordnance was
called in. Lieutenant Golonel Lincoln Peebles, Corps Ordnance Officer, came
with a supply of checked ammunition and additional fuses. All morisr am-
munition in the sector was ordered delivered to the battalion. Every round
was checked, nose removed, and fuge cleaned and replaced.. (79}

Captain Russel D. Patterson, Weapons Company Commsnder, perscnally con-
ducted the morter fire, but the first fire for effect - 12 bursis being
desired on the indefinite terget - required 72 rounds for atteimment. (80)

Bamboo grenades were the only available items for the men to throw.
These were merely sections of bamboo stuffed with dynamite, neils, and fused
with & match. As often as not these exploded before hitting the enemy, and
frequently those that did hit were thrown back by the enemy. These were
considered unsatisfactory, but still desirsble over complete absence of
grensdes. (81)

Sounds of chopping could be heard night and dey in the enemy area when
fire died down. (82)

By 10 February, progress hed been made by inches, moving from foxhple
to foxhole, but now it became apparent why the Japanese could contimie to
(77) A-1i, p. 61; (78) Personal knowledge; (79)4-29, p. 11; Personal knowledge;
(80) A-36, p. 18; A-37, p. 4 (81) 4-29, p. 11; (82) A~4, p. 5.
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resigt. They hed four or more men in each hole. The hole was not to be
seen until our men e.ctually fell into them, All excavated sand had been
carried away. (83)

The holes themselves were bellied out below the ground with e firing
step built in it es well as convenient ghelves cut out for equipment. (84)
These foxholes were connected by tunnels and trenches eround the entire
grea es well-. a8 leading from the center of the side facing C Company, 45th
Infantry (FS), toward the middle of the enemy sres, (85)

On 10 Februaery, Trail 7 was finally captured ~ 12 days of intense
effort had gained 150 yards. Approximately 100 enemy dead were counted,
and their weapons and smmmunition ceptured, The odor of enemy dead waa
gtrong and there were many blue bottle flies. (86)

The influx of troops had enabled.ﬁ Company to shift to its right slong
Trail 7. Men were tired; those on the line were palred off into foxholes
t0 permit one man to sleep while the other stood guard send kept in action.

Although less fire was received in the new CP, it wes still necessary
to teke cover during sporadic heavy smwall arms fire which would rise to a
crescendo of sound and slowly diminigh to nothing every few hours, day and
night. The roar of a hundred or more M1 rifles snd eight machine guns was
a distinct morale factor to the Scouts, and, in turn, did much to prevent
aimed fire from the Nippomese, for hits were frequently cbserved as high as
thirty feet up in trees. A ricochet hit the sleeping runner from D Company,
Pfc Leonides, penetrating his neck only 1/4 of an inch.

On this date the enemy strength was estimsted at a reinforced regiment.
Maps and identification revesled this to be the 20th Infantry, 16th Kimura
Division (called Katori). (87)

On 11 February, by 1000, Trail 7 captured, breaking the atubborn
reasigtance, the attack moved slowly ahead, pinching off G Company of

(83) 4-29, p. 11; 4-34, par 8; (84) 4-28, p. 59; (85) Personal knowledge;
(86) a-41, par 5; (87) &=34, par 8; a-16, p. 17.
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the 1lth Infantry (P4), while swinging to the left on Det 51-53d Infantry
.as & moving plvot in & horthﬁest direction. {88) G Company was sent to
Major Créﬁa té‘bOISter his PA line across the pocket. When Company C wes
pinched off, it was held in -reKserve. (89)

The attacked passed didéﬂarea in the rugged terrain cut with draws
where some 15 horses lay dead from mortar fire, near three neatly lald-out
graves wlth wooden headboards snd surrounded by & border of cigarets. Some
1400 enemy dead or graves were passed. One wounded Japanese superior private
was captured. (90) The balance of the Japanese wes killed as they walked
out of the northwest corner of the Pocket in the gorge of the Tuol River.

G Company had mcuﬁted two squads with 10 BAR's and four mechine guns here.
Every one of the 250 Japenese here was killed as they came carrying a rifle
in one hand and empty water bottle in the other. (91) Some of the enemy
ldead eé%fiéd pleces of rew horse meat which they had been using for foecd
and drink. (92)
Maggots and blood filled the trickle of the Tuol River at this polnt. (93)
A Company's advance on the 6th had cut off their water supply, end the
additional trocps arriving that same dey had cut their supply route. Tt
. must be remsmbered that these additional troops were untrained and poorly
: equipped in the main. They suffered many casuslties from Japanese charges,w“'“
end broke their line on seversl nights. To some of these boys im=rms,
combat was too horrible and some forty were listed by the surgeon for self-
inflicted wounds in hands or feet. (94) General Jones wes ordered in to
the hospital and relieved by General Brougher the next day. (95) The
battalion withdrew to Trails 5 and 7.

On 12 February, C Company, 192d Tank Battelion, relieved B Company,
7923 Tark Battalion, (96)

(88) A-34, per 12; (89) A-38, par 10; A-41, p. 65 (90) A-36, p. 16; 4-38,
par 11; k34, per 9; 4A=34, par 12; A-39, par 3; (91) a-4, p. 81; &-34, par 9;
4-28, p. 59; (92) &-4k, par 6; (93) A-34, par 15; (94) A-34, par 10; A-41,
p. 4; (95) A-38, par 11; (96) A-34, par 1l.
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On 13 February, the area was rechecked by our troope. Eleven Fili-
- pinos, including two Philippine women, were found tied to trees and bayo-
neted. (97) In several instances four or five mortar duds were found
within effective radius of emplacements. Those rounds that did explode
were extremely affe;ctive. (98)

The distinguished graves were dug up and under the bodies of the full
colonel and two other officers were found three smell mountein cannon, 70 mm,
and an antitenk gun, 47mm. (99) Also receptured were 25 horses and 8 mules
lost by our troops earlier in the csmpsign. Numerous rifles, machine rifles,
machine guns (light end heavy), some ball ammunition, flsme throwers, and
grensde throwers with ee msny rounds of ammmmition were in the booty. (100)
The Jepanese maps in English and Katekans were better than ours - both the
linen paper and the topographical dats. (101)

The regimental flsg of the 20th Infentry Regiment (16th Divigion) wea
taken as was a set of 20 by 4 silk, three colored air ground liaison
panels. (102}

Losges to the lst Battalion, 45th Infentry, had amounted tc 17 killed
end 41 wounded. (103) With losses due to maleria and dysentery, the battalion
strength was down to two-thirds of the T/0. (104)

The P4 men were so bungry, they were eating the uncocked flesh of the
dead horses. (10%)

Throughout the area the trees weré marked with bullets to sbout 8 feet
above the ground. (106)

C Company wss ordered back as CP guard; A and B were left as support
on the Upper Pocket. (107) '

THE K _ON THE UPF OL_POC

During this action the enemy had made mmerous attecks againat the
11th Infantry (PA) front line, and did succeed on 7 February in penetrating
(97) 4-38, par 12; (98) 4-39, per 3; (99) 436, p. 16; A-34, par 9; {100)
A=36, p. 17; (101) A-34, par 15; &=41, p. 63 Aw35, p. 16; A-19, p. 20;

(1025 a-34, per 125 (103) A-34, par 10; (104) Personsl knowledge; 4-35, p. 17;
(105) A-34, per 15; A~4l, p. 7; {106) A«41, p. 6; A-35, p. 15; (107) A-41, p. 7.
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the sector of Company F, killing 18 of 29 Igorot¢s of that plaetoor in their

foxholes, They held & series of foxholes on the line,with machine guns

)
against repeated counterattacks, holding a penetration there 600 yards deep.
Now we had more strength available. (108) The enemy never succeeded in
contacting his beseiged 20th Infantry on the ground. (See Map F)

The unita which had joined on & February now faced to the north and
attacked this Upper Pocket on 13 February, with the lst Battalion, 45th
Infantry, in reserve. (109) Again the enemy, estimated at a battelion,
clung tenaciously. The last 22 rounds of 3" were used on 16 February with
five bursts. (110)

Howsver, on this day, &n alert wse sourded for 80 enemy escapees from
the landings on the China Sea. Colonel Lathrop was requested by the Com-
manding Officer, 1lth Infantry (PA), to send a platocn as &an enemy patrol
hed killed a cook on the battelion reserve line.  (111) |

Captain McMasters went there with s aquad and discovered four Jspanese,
Three were killed im his first volley, but one officer charged the squad
with his sword swinging. Private Marlo de la Cruz, in off-hand fire, placed
four aimed shots into fc;::'ehead, each cheekbone, snd mouth in rapld fire.

He was a good comb‘at aoldier, meking up for his pescetime troublesome
attitude., (112)

The Japanese lieutenant's gword was highly ormsmented end was forwarded
through Philippine Army channels. It is understood to have been identified
as belonging to s general and brought tc the White House by High Commissioner
Seyre.  (113)

Chaplein McDonald with a detail of men went through the Tuol Pocket on
12, 13, and 14 February 1942 burjing enemy dead where possible. The pro-
longed and intense firing through the ares had so tumbled snd broken an
already dense jungle that it was almost impossible to carry out thls taak.
(108) A=35, p. 5; (1€9) A-34, par 11; (110) &-35, p. 6; (111) A-34, par 13;
4-28, p. 59; (112) Personel knowledge; (113) i=34, par 13.
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- Therefore, in the interest of sanitation, large areas were burned down to
cremate the remains.

With the closing of the Pocket, PA morale was at the all time high. (114)

Bold Igorotes had ridden on top of tenks directing them while chopping
off entangling bejuco with their bolos. (115) |

The enemy considered the 20th Infanitry national heroes but the 1224
which attempted to treakthrough to them was disgraced for its failure. (116)
Flesh and blood were poor substitutes for suitable weapons.

On the 13th, the battalion was moved to the Upper Pocket to assist if
needed there, against the gep in the line in the sector of F Company, 11lth
Infantry. {See Map F) (117)

This part of the front had been pounded by heavy enemy artillery end
subjected to numerous attacks by the 1224 Japanese Infantry. (118)

Major Duisterhof with his heritege of Duteh perseverance had been in
this activity with his part;of savage Igorotes daily. The penetration had
succeeded only after every man in the line for 50 yerds had been killed. (119)

Here the Japenese occupied cur foxholes and set up several machine
~guns, and held an opening that bellowed out to a width of 300 yards and a
depth of 1000 yards. (120)

These were contamined by a mixed assortment of platoons and companies as
units came up to stop this threat. Now this force was augmented by the
troops from the Lower Pocket, some of whom had been between both groups of
Japenese. {121)

=m*14‘Februaryt21lttack from the south closed sbout half this remalning
area, (122) (See Msp G)

15 February - Attacked from south. Closed sbout half of balance of
Pocket., {123)

(114) &-41, par 8; (115) 4=25, Col 5, p. 3; 433, p. 264; 4~28, p. 593 &~ 14,
p. 6; 4=8, p. 5; (116) A-35, p. 6; Personal knowledge; (117} &~-35, p. 17;
(118) A-23; a-18, p. 20; (119) 4-28, p. 59; 4-8, p. 15; (120) 4=-29, p. 11;
(121) 4-35, p. 17; (122) A-38, per 13; (123) 4-38, par 1.
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+' ' 16 February - Attacked sgain from south, using mortars. Made some
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progress. Pocket now 75 yards wide, 100 yards deep. (See Map H)

17 February - Attacking from south, Upper Pocket closed sbout 0800 by
PC Battalion efter a PC sergeant and two privates crawled up with grenades
and destroyed & key machine-gun. 9lst Division units were released at
0700, there being no further need for them. One hundred and fifty enemy
dead were found during this last dey's fight. (124)

SUMMART

Units involved in Lower Pocket: Det Hq Co, 1lth Inf (P4); Det 51-53
Inf (P4); 1st Bn, 45th Inf (PS) with Communications Detachment, Hg Co,
45th Inf {PS) and Medical Detachment atiached; Companies C & G, 11tk Inf
(PA); Battery F, 24th Field irtillery (PS); AT Gun Detachment, 45th Inf
(PS), Onme Platoon, Companies B & C, 192d Tarnk Bn; 2d Bn, 92d Inf (PA);
2d Br, 24 FC; lst Bn, 92d Inf (PA) less Companies i & D.

Additional units involved in Upper Focket: Co E, 1st Inf (PA);
Compsnies &, B, K, 3@ Inf (PA); Det 3d Bn, 1llth Inf; Det 1 Plat, PC;
Det Hq, 24 Bn, 11th Inf, Plat, 12th Inf; Bn, PC; and Co 4, 92d Inf. (125)

Among the items ceptured ané turned inii:ﬁ:Lis action were 27 machine
guns, 5 artillery pieces, 9 machine rifles, 5 airplane panel sets, 9 machine
rifles, 4 medical kits, 15,000 rounds of smsll arms emmunition, 686 rounds
of artillery smmunition, 11 grenade lsunchers with 456 rounds, 4 fleme
throwers, and 524 harmd grenades, (126)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

To make an objective analysis of this operation, I believe special
consideration mst be given to the severasl exiremely peculiar features of
this opening cempaign of America's participation in World War II.

The United States had committed itself not to modernize its Philippine
fortifications. (127) The swall force in this Pacific outpost remained

(124) 4=35, p. 17; A-33, p. 265, &=29, p. 10, 12; A-27; A-24; 4-215 (125)
A-38, par 17; (126) A-35, p. 16; A-32, p. 298, 299; A-40; (127) A-35, p. 2.

25



last priority for aupﬁlies and. equipment until‘intsrnntional relations
bedame so tense in late 1941j1%;rrective action wes begun. (128) The
ypoorly treined and misersebly equipped bulk of manpower was only about two-
thirds mobilized when hostilities commenced. Only sbout 10% of initial
needed equipment and trained troops errived in time to be effective, and of -
these, an sttack-bomber group never received its aircreft.  (129)

Throughout the campeign the enemy had alr supremacy that seriously .
hampered our every move, and prevented any element of cur forces en Luzon
from enjoying the restorative benefits of reer ares plessures. Hardly any
area during the described operation was free from enemy shelling, and all
was under serisl bombardment. (130)

The enemy controlled the seas. His sudden land moves had either forced
us back from our foods and medicines, or our supply syster had made in-
adequate provision for the hasty withdrawel to Batsan. (131)

At any rete, on the 29th day of war, the imerican forces were reduced
to & half Filipino ration, or a dubiocus 750 calories per day, for men engaged
in slimost continuoﬁa energy-consuning retreats, marches, maneuvers and
battles over comsidersble rugged terraln consisting of sherp mountair spurs,
deep gorges, and increesingly thick jungle while in tropic heat. (132)

Hand grenades were scarce or inoperative; 60mm morters were extra
weight a8 not a single round hsd errived in the islends; 8lmr smmunition,
likewlise, wes unknown; and the substitute 3" "Stokes" mortar shells were
fourd to be sbout 80% defective and tightly retioned. We had no smokeg or
WP emmunition aveilable. (133}

The mounteins and jungles demaended high angle, light, medium, and
heavy artillery, but all that was aveilsble were two howltzers and one
battery of mouhtain guns to suppert over 20 miles of front line and some

! 7o

€0 miles of shore line. (134)

(129) 4-35, p. 3, 4, 6; A-1, p. 103; (130) A-2, p. 119; (131) 4-17, p. 57,
58; (132) £-35, p. 15; 4-3, p. 107; (133) 4-35, p- 7, 18; (134) 4-35, p. 7.
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Engineers end their.equipment were seriously short end prevented conw
'struction of adequate rosd nets. Demolitions or corbat engineer support
of any kind was not avelleble in this operation. (135)

No mention wes made of & tank dozer; it hadn't been invented yet. The
rocket was not developed.

So, in pondering the foregoing action, we must consider American forces
armed with rifles, BiR's, machine guns, and only s infinitesimal mortar
end ertillery support in cbuntry so dense oﬁly a section of 13~-ton tanks
could team with infantry, and this in an unorthodox column, without air
support. (136)

So, in essence, the tactics were outmoded due to strategic falliures in
supply and equipment.

It is my opinion that inadequate intelligence presented a faulty con-
ception of the strength of the enemy interrupting the supply route, Trail 7,
and the attack was begun with too smell a unit,

The succeeding difficult struggle required several days to determine
the strength and extent of the enmy position. Due to continuing or inter-
rupted geps in the front line, the enemy undoubtedly increased his strength
in men and supplies. Had this lack of security and supervision not been
realized, it may well be the enemy might have succeeded in his intentions
as indicated by plotted zones of action on ceptured maps; i.e., to cut
through our forces to extend a penetration to meet with his forces coming
inlend from the landings to the south, and thereby divide our forces,
cutting off I Corps from ammnition and supply. (137)

Throvghout the sction, the Scouts maintained high morale in spite of
melmutrition and lack of supporting arms. In the 19 daeys, two cigarets per
man were issued, plus one cigaret sach by Brigadier General Spencer B. Akin,
then USAFFE Signal Cfficer who took a series of official photographs in the
closed-out Lower Pocket,

(135) 4-35, p. 11; (136) A-35, p. 8; (137) &-35, p. 14; 4-12, p. 14, 15;
A5, p. 11; &-10, p. 305 a-6, p. 149; £-3, p. 102.
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Had information beer complete, on our maps, it would bheve revealed the
waterhole ss & logical primery ocbjective; as it was, the significance of
its capture was not realized until five days of thirst contributed to the
Jepanese withdrawel and annihiletion.

The dense jungle meterially sided the intrenched defenders, particularly
s0 in their manner of construction of foxholes without tell-tale dirt.

The use of anipers by the advance echelons of the Jepanese contributed
surprise to his effort.

The tangled growth mede observation all bulb impossible, thereby definitely
delaying the advance. I sm sure that a very high proportion of experts, sharp-
ghooters « yes, even two distinguished msrksmen in the lst Bﬁttalion, 45th
Infantry (PS) - would have ensbled an advance, for no eneny that could be
seen could have evaded the accuracy of Scout fire. (138)

The untrained troops of the native units were imspired by the knowledge
that the trained Philippine Scouts were fighting in the sesme aciion, and the
frequent appearance of the American leaders up to Corps Commander, under eneny
smell arme fire, bolatered their fears {o a great extent and helped them to
perform the one mission expected = to hold their positlon, atiack by fire,
and move ahead if they could.

Golonel Lathrop wes loathe to force a premeture all-out asssult with
his battalion in view of the paucity of trained end capable combat troops
in the Batean peninsula. The one American Infentry Regiment hed a prepon-
dersnce of men with six months or less serviece. The Scout vaalry Regiment
was seriously depleted by battle losses, as were the two Scout Infantry
Regiments,

"' Every casualty emong the few trained men seriously affected the re-
1liability of the entire army in Bataan.

The efficacy of the tank-infentry teem was considerably lost in the

cloge confines of a jungle trail, but wes better than no tanks at all.

(128) Personel knowledge.
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The hesty evacustion of the tank crews was unwarranted as one was driven out
under its own power and the other pulled off the stump that held it and alsc
left on its own. Heavier tanks, with speciel equipment such as a dozer blade,
should have facilitated opening the trail. Flame throwers, had they been
aveileble in these close quarters, could have been effectively used against
the machine-gun emplacements.

White phosphorous to burn out undergrowth, grenedes, mortars, and ac-
curete high angle artillery were definite needs.

In this action the Scouts iost t;été}ficers end 64 men killed or wounded,
and an estimated 180 members of the Philippine irmy killed or wounded. Ap-
proximately 40,000 rounds of smell arms, 240 grenades, 20 rounds of 75mm, and
150 rounds of 3-inch mortar ammnition were fired. The enemy lost a regiment
of his best troops, 2400 men. (139) ‘

This action won for its participants';ﬂ;dal of Homor, 5 Distinguished
Service Crosses, and seversl Silver Stara, as well ss mumercus Purple Heerts,
and participating ﬁnits in this phese of the caempalgn were all awarded the
Presidentisl Unit Citstion. (140)

LESSONS

Lessons thet may be found in thls operation are:

1. & poorly equipped, poorly supplied, and underfed farce, however
poorly t;;;;;d can héigkthe defense when assisted by a small element of
trainpd troops. i e e e

.2. Small arms fire must have supparting weapons to ferret out a de-

termined enemw.

3. Tanks can be bettsr effective for close infantry support against

T gk PR

dug=-in enemy infantrw'if thﬂ weapons can be deeply depressed. In this con-
nection, a tank could mot fire into & foxhole, and its only emmmition being
armor-piercing solid shot hed no effect; however, the antiaircreft machine-
gun on its turret was used by an infantry officer with effect.

(139) 4-35, p. 165 (140) &-35, p. 15.

29

Ll



® °

4e An adequate water supply is more essential than food. The dmericans

i L S i T nleted A s S e LR

and Filipinos wers all suffering from malnutrition after 8ix weeka of half-
rations and had lost an average of 30 pounds per men. The Japanege could no
longer stay to fight after being without water supply five days, yet ﬁhey
8till averaged 125.8 pounds and looked to be of normsl weight for their
short stature. (141)

5. The penetration is a successful milita:w'mmneuwer if it can be
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supported “and augmen%ed. In this instance the Japanese effort was incomplete
aﬁﬁdéausédwbﬂiimﬁgfiggﬁght, however serious that was.
6. Thorough training and leadership are essential to success in combat.
7. E;;feni ;ZE—EZEE;;.highs ;;;m:;;vg;?:;;é ;f American territory should
include supply and equipment and men in adequate quentltiy and quality to

withstand attack,

(141) A-35, p. 15; A-32, p. 294.
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